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In many countries the growth of the older population is seen
as an increasing risk factor in motorized traffic. Analyzing the
function relating traffic accidents to age group, it appears that, in
contrast, by far the great majority of traffic accidents is caused
by younger drivers, starting with a peak in the age range of 16-18.
While the accident rate after the age of 24 is decreasing strongly,
it is at a minimum between 40 and 60. It is only after the age of
70 that accident rate is increasing again, but at a relatively low
rate. An interesting phenomenon is that accidents involving a
female driver are significantly less frequent than those involving
male drivers, by at least a factor of 2, and often even more.
This same difference in accident liability is also found in other
fields, for traffic it has been shown for flying planes, but also in a
vastly different range of jobs in industry- jobs equated for males
and females. The difference has been attributed to a different
perception of risk. One important factor in traffic behavior,
then, is risk perception that evolves over the years, becoming
more detailed and comprehensive and supported by years of
experience. Both the higher accident rates at young ages and
high ages point to another factor, the development of attention.
Focused attention only develops relatively slowly with age, and,
like visual acuity reaches a plateau around the age of 21. Unlike
what is frequently assumed, older people have a higher focused
attention level than younger ones, but this can be offset by the
interaction of distracting information. New data will be presented
that shed light on attentional processes in old and young people,
and that also make clear that visual acuity is hardly related to
traffic accidents.
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